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LET TER TO THE EDITOR

Petition For Peace - Send UN Peacekeepers To Palestine 
This is the Gaza-Palestine plan of the Arab League, the UN, and the EU:

“The recovery and reconstruction of Gaza should not wait”

Sigrid Kaag UN Senior Humanitarian and Reconstruction Coordinator for the Strip said, emphasizing the need 
for education, healthcare, housing, in addition to establishing governance and security arrangements.

It is clear that Israel and the US must cease and desist, comply with international laws, and get out of the way 
of the rest of the world to save the citizens of Gaza and all of Palestine and to rebuild their nation.
The Arab League has called upon the UN to be one of the leaders in an overall plan for Gaza, as it has also 
called upon the EU and the Palestinian

Kaja Kallas, High Representative for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy/ Vice-President of the European 
Commission announced a multiannual programme for Palestinian recovery and resilience worth up to â‚¬1.6 
billion and stated, “ The EU is determined to support the Palestinian Authority in its reform efforts. The Com-
prehensive Programme for Palestine is designed to promote greater Palestinian control, autonomy, and ca-
pacity. The EU remains firmly committed to the Two-State solution, as the only way to achieve sustainable 
peace and security for Israel, the Palestinians, and the region. “

It is clear that both Israel and Hamas give up any designs to govern Gaza and that Israel give up its designs 
on and occupation of the Wes Bank and East Jerusalem, including relocating all illegal Israeli settlers from 
Palestinian Territory.

Among the breaches of international law, the International Justice Court identified practices such as: forcible 
evictions; pervasive house demolitions and restrictions on residence and movement; the transfer and reten-
tion of settlers into East Jerusalem and the West Bank; the failure to protect Palestinians from settler violence; 
placing restrictions on access to water; the extension of Israeli law into the West Bank and East Jerusalem; 
and the exploitation by Israel of resources in the occupied territories.

Per the ICJ decision, every nation has a duty to not only suspend all forms of support for the state of Israel 
that enables it to maintain the unlawful occupation, but to also prohibit any and all of their citizens and entities 
from “rendering aid or assistance” toward maintaining Israel’s presence in the occupied territories.

Rule 135 of the 2005 ICRC customary IHL study prescribes that “children affected by armed conflict are enti-
tled to special respect and protection” in international and non-international armed conflicts.

The 1949 Geneva Conventions and their 1977 Additional Protocols establish that “children shall be the object 
of special respect and shall be protected against any form of indecent assault. The parties to the conflict shall 
provide them with the care and aid they require” (API Art.77). They center the provisions for the protection 
of children on several main objectives-namely sheltering them from hostilities; maintaining family unity; and 
ensuring the necessary care, relief, or protection for those caught in hostilities.

Robyn Austin
Canada

(from her Facebook Post)
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